
Helping your child to be

‘Ready to Read’



Young children whose parents read them five books a day enter 
kindergarten having heard about 1.4 million more words than kids who 
were never read to, a new study found.

This "million word gap" could be one key in explaining differences in 
vocabulary and reading development, said Jessica Logan, lead author of 
the study and assistant professor of educational studies at The Ohio State 
University.

Even children who are read only one book a day will hear about 290,000 
more words by age 5 than those who don't regularly read books with a 
parent or caregiver
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Did you know…
A child’s vocabulary growth is directly linked to his or her overall school achievement;

The size of a child’s vocabulary in nursery predicts his or her ability to learn to read;

The more words a child knows, the more information the child has access to;

Having a large vocabulary helps children think and learn about the world

It is important to encourage children’s vocabulary development so that they develop the 
language and literacy skills necessary to succeed in school.

The adults in a child’s life play a significant role in helping a child learn new words.

Through everyday conversations and interactions, caregivers use unfamiliar words and talk 
about what words mean, which helps expand a child’s vocabulary.

In fact, the number of words a child is exposed to by their parents relates directly to the size 
of the child’s vocabulary





Books, stories and tales

When building oral vocabulary, 
children must hear and use

new and familiar words 
regularly in a variety of 

situations.

Therefore, storytelling is an 
effective approach of 

supporting children’s emerging 
oral vocabulary.



Singing games and rhymes

When building oral vocabulary, 
children benefit from hearing

and using repeated words and 
phrases in new and familiar 

contexts.

Therefore, singing games and 
rhymes is an effective 

approach of supporting 
children’s emerging oral 

vocabulary.
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Ways you can help your child

Make conversation a priority;
Read together everyday;
Use labels;
Play word games;
Model using new words in context and encourage them to have a go;
Use play to develop vocabulary and communication skills;
Don’t ‘dumb down’ language when talking to your child-receptive v’s 
expressive language;
Repeat new vocabulary to embed it.


