
 
 
 
 

  

Issue 6 
Welcome to your fortnightly science newsletter: ‘A Slice of Science!’ 

Here you will find fun experiments that you can try at home, science jokes and 
interesting science facts. You will also learn about a scientist and about some 

careers/jobs that involve science. 

Careers in Science 

Botanist. 

            

 A Botanist study all forms of plant life and have may different job roles in many different 

areas.  

To be a Botanist, you would need a University Degree in one of these area’s; 

 Botany  

 Ecology 

 Environmental Science  

 Plant Biology  

 Plant Science  

You would also need Master's Degree or PhD, in teaching or research posts. 

Botanist’s can specialise in many different areas such as; 

 The study of specific plant groups 

 Molecular biology 

 Genetics 

 Ecology 

 Marine Botany 

 Taxonomy - the identification and classification of plants 

 

For work experience, you would need to volunteer for relevant organisations such as; 
The Royal Horticultural Society, The field Studies Council or the Botanical Society of 
Britain and Ireland. With experience in industry, you could move into plant science, 
investigating biodiversity, crop production and plant diseases. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 
 
 
 

 

Science in the News 

A robot arm toting a Venus flytrap can 

 grab delicate objects. 

 

 
 

A new robotic grabber is ripped straight from the plant world. The 
device, made with a Venus flytrap, can grasp tiny, delicate objects. 

Normally, the Venus Fly trap gets a meal when unsuspecting prey 
touches delicate hairs on one of the plant’s jaw-like leaves, triggering 

the trap to snap shut. But, by sticking electrodes to the leaves and 
applying a small electric voltage, researchers designed a method to 

force Venus flytraps to close. Even when cut from the plant, the leaves 
retained the ability to shut upon command for up to a day, say materials 

scientist Wenlong Li and colleagues at Nanyang Technological 
University in Singapore. 

Integrating soft, flexible plant material into robotics could aid in picking 
up fragile objects that would otherwise be damaged by clunky, rigid 

graspers. So, Li’s team attached a piece of a flytrap to a robotic arm and 
used a smartphone app to control the trap. In experiments, the robotic 
grabber clutched a piece of wire one-half of a millimetre in diameter. 

And when not strapped to the robotic arm, the dismembered plant also 
caught a slowly moving 1-gram weight. 

 
 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41928-020-00530-4


 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

MuMMified 

apple! 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science Jokes 
1. What do you call a fly in your butter? 
2. Why did Micky Mouse go to space? 
3. What can run but cannot walk? 

Super Scientists Gallery 

If you would like to be featured in our gallery, please send a photo/s of yourself completing a 

science experiment or a science related activity to your class teacher via Class Dojo or Tapestry. 

   

Fun Science facts 

1. Bamboo is a fast growing plant. Some types of plants can grow almost 
one metre a day.  

2. We usually call the sharp Spikes on a stem of a rose ‘thorns’ when in 
actual fact the correct term is ‘Prickles’.  

3. Rabbits and parrots can see behind themselves without moving their 
heads. 

4. Humans are a little taller in Space because there is no gravity pulling 
them down.  

Thank you for reading A Slice of Science!  

If you have any ideas for what you would like to see in this 

newsletter, or if you would like to be involved in some way, then 

please speak to your class teacher, Miss Alladice or Miss Egan. 

 

Joke Answers 

1. A butterfly!  
2. To see Pluto! 
3. Water! 

 


